Current Events

September 6, 2011 – November 22, 2011
Mr. Denver                                            E-Mail:   lddenver@clarkston.k12.mi.us
Room 206                                                                  Conference: 1st Hour

Course Outline

“TREAT OTHERS THE WAY YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE TREATED”
Material: 
Planner, Binder/Folder, Paper, Pen/Pencil (Daily)
Learning Outcomes:

· Knowledge:

Students will recognize differences in cultures of various places in the news.  They will identify on maps where news stories are located.  Students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of editorials, and the structure of a newspaper.  Students should recognize the 5 W’s of news stories (who, what, where, why, and when).

· Application:

Through computer applications, readings and discussions students will learn to distinguish different points of view on current issues.

· Affective:

Students will develop the ability to recognize the difference between opinion and fact based on research on current issues.

· Communication:

 Students will demonstrate orally, in writing, and by e-mail the foundation of news stories.

· Thinking:

Students will be asked to analyze information from the Internet and print news sources and utilize the information in problem solving activities.

· Evaluation:

Tests, quizzes, readings, discussions, multi-media projects, a research paper, writing folders, and participation may all be used to evaluate students.

· Materials / Resources:

Materials will include computers, daily newspapers, videotapes and guest speakers when applicable.  Students are encouraged to bring related materials on current event topics to class.
Grading:  
· You will be given a test approximately every ten school days.  All material covered during that time period may appear on the test.  This includes news articles, video presentations, handouts, pictures and locations of major events.
· You are responsible for material covered the day of your absence.
· There is no textbook in this class so it is mandatory that students bring a notebook and a pen or pencil to class.

· Daily participation in the classroom is encouraged and expected.
· Handouts that are given regarding names, terms and locations will be used as an outline for the test.  It can be added to and reduced to any time.  

Grading for this trimester will be calculated on an 80 / 20% scale.  80% of your final grade will be based on tests/quizzes, homework, projects, presentations, etc.  20% will be based strictly on your final exam. Participation will be calculated into your final grade.  All grades will be determined on an equal point scale.  
Grading Scale:

A 100-92.5                                 A- 92.4-89.5
B+ 89.4-86.5                              B 86.4-82.5

B- 82.4-79.5                               C+ 79.4-76.5

C 76.4-72.5                                C- 72.4-69.5

D+ 69.4-66.5                               D 66.4-62.5

D- 62.4-59.5                               E 59.4 – 0

Late Work:  I will accept late work up to 3 days after its original due date.  Exceptions can be made under certain circumstances.  
Expectations: 
· Come to class every single day prepared (this means bringing materials, homework, pens, notebooks, etc…).
· Participate in classroom discussions (Everyone has an opinion.  I want to hear yours!).
· Be to class on time ready to go when the bell rings. 

· NO CELL PHONES ALLOWED.  If you are found using a cell phone, it will be taken and can be picked up at the end of the day.

· Snacks may be eaten in class if it is not a distraction and if you clean up after yourself.  Snack privileges can be revoked.

· Headphones can only be used with teacher permission.  Headphones used without permission will be confiscated.    
EXTRA HELP AVAILABLE

I am willing to help you before or after school.  If possible, please let me know a day in advance so that I can arrange my schedule.  You can also email me if you have a problem or difficulties with something.  
What Parents Can Do
Take an active interest in your children’s learning.  Ask them nightly what they are doing in class.

Check their planners to see what is going on in class.

Occasionally there may be assignments where parent input is needed.

Offer to quiz or study with your child.

Email or call me at any time if a problem arises, or if you just want to check up on your child.

Watch for progress reports to be sent home.

Attend fall and spring parent-teacher conferences.
