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Civics Course Syllabus
Mr. Denver

lddenver@clarkston.k12.mi.us

Conference Hour – 1st (10:15 (lunch) 12:15)
Introduction

Civics is the study of what it means to be an American citizen.  We will learn about civic duties and responsibilities as well as the history and the organization of our American government.  The course will be broken down into 6 units.  Unit 1 (Principles of Government and Origins), Unit 2 (The Constitution, Civil Rights and Liberties), Unit 3 (The Legislative Branch), Unit 4 (The Executive Branch), Unit 5 (The Judicial Branch), Unit 6 (Political Parties, Elections, Mass Media)

REQUIRED MATERIALS:

Magruder’s American Government
Pen / Pencil—I ask that all daily homework be done in pencil or blue or black pen.

Notebook—A binder with pockets so that you can keep all of your work until the end of the trimester. 

Paper-- Have loose leaf paper and a one subject notebook for note taking.
Please turn in all homework in the following format in the upper right hand corner (Example)


Complete Name


Susie Smith

Title / Assignment


Article Summary


Hour




3rd Hour


Date




8/26/03

EXPECTATIONS:

· Be respectful to everyone in the room at all times.  If this overall rule is followed, we won’t need any others.
· Come to class every single day prepared (this means bringing materials, homework, pens, notebooks, etc…).
· Participate in classroom discussions (Everyone has an opinion.  I want to hear yours!).
· Be to class on time ready to go when the bell rings. 

· NO CELL PHONES ALLOWED.  If you are found using a cell phone, it will be taken and can be picked up at the end of the day.

· Snacks may be eaten in class if it is not a distraction and if you clean up after yourself.  Snack privileges can be revoked.

· Headphones can only be used with teacher permission.  Headphones used without permission will be confiscated.    
GRADING SCALE:
           A   = 92.5 – UP    

C   = 72.5 – 76.4
  

A-  = 89.5 – 92.4    

C-  = 69.5 – 72.4
  


B+  = 86.5 – 89.4     

D+  = 66.5 – 69.4
  


B    = 82.5 – 86.4     

D    = 62.5 – 66.4
  


B-   = 79.5 – 82.4     

D-   = 59.5 –  62.4
  


C+  = 76.5 – 79.4     

E     = 59.4 – BELOW
  

Grading for this trimester will be calculated on an 80 / 20% scale.  80% of your final grade will be based on tests/quizzes, homework, projects, presentations, participations, etc.  20% will be based strictly on your final exam.  All grades will be determined on an equal point scale.  

Late Work:  I will accept late work up to 3 days after its original due date.  Exceptions can be made under certain circumstances.  
EXTRA HELP AVAILABLE

I am willing to help you before or after school.  If possible, please let me know a day in advance so that I can arrange my schedule.  You can also email me if you have a problem or difficulties with something.  
WHAT PARENTS CAN DO

Take an active interest in your children’s learning.  Ask them nightly what they are doing in class.

Check their planners to see what is going on in class.

Occasionally there may be assignments where parent input is needed.

Offer to quiz or study with your child.

Email or call me at any time if a problem arises, or if you just want to check up on your child.

Watch for progress reports to be sent home.

Attend fall and spring parent-teacher conferences.

